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Prayer List

Let us pray...In thanksgiving for the members of our congregation: Linda, John, Kathy,
Chris.
For support and protection for those who serve our country at home and abroad:
Mike, Christopher, Steven, Sam, Wes, Michael, and Thomas.
For those in need of God’s healing grace: Dian; Jessica; Cindy; Linda. Our continuing
prayers are offered for: Ann; Mabel; Missy; Conor; George; Butch; Carol; Buddy; Rhonda;
Jeanne; Tom; Rose; Roy; Frances; Arnold; Luci.
The Diocese of Washington cycle of prayer: St. Francis' Church, Potomac. Pray for
humane treatment of all of God's creatures, especially companion, rescue, and service
animals. The Anglican Communion cycle of prayer: The Church of the Province of
Uganda The Most Revd Stanley Ntagali Archbishop of Uganda & and Bishop of Kampala.

Annoucements

Don't forget to check out the calendar at www.OldDurham.org! Also, these announcements
are now being posted on the church website.

Adult Forum is watching a video lecture series on church history from the Reformation to
the present. Join us at 9:15am in the Parish Hall on Sundays.
Coffee After Church. Join us for a cup of coffee and a chat after the service in the Parish
Hall.
Blessing of the Animals. There will be a Blessing of the Animals in honor of St. Francis of
Assisi this afternoon at 4PM here at Durham. All are welcome—spread the word! We’ll have
snacks afterwards to share.
Daughters of the King and Men’s Group meeting: Monday, Oct. 1st at 6:30pm.
Special Vestry Meeting: Wednesday, October 3rd at 6:30pm, to hear from the Bylaws
Revision Committee.
The Rev. Kate Heichler will be installed as rector of Christ Church, La Plata and Christ
Church, Wayside on Saturday, October 6 at 11:00 a.m. The service will take place at Christ
Church, La Plata.
Worship Committee meeting: Sunday, Oct. 7th after church.
Ladies Mite Society meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 9th at 1:30pm.
Joe’s Place Food Pantry distributions are on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month
from 4:30 to 6pm in the Parish Hall. The next distributions are Oct. 11th and 25th. Volunteers
are always welcome to sort and distribute food to our neighbors.
Fish Fry! Durham’s Men’s Group is putting on a Fish Fry on Friday, Oct. 12th at 5PM. Bring
your friends and neighbors!
The Hunger Fund Walk in Southern Maryland will be hosted at Serenity Farm in
Benedict, MD on Sun., Oct. 14, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. Come raise funds for the hungry while
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experiencing sweeping waterfront vistas, a petting zoo, and converted historic tobacco barns.
Sign up others to pledge a contribution to the fund for your completion of the 3-mile walk.
More information and sign-ups are at hungerfund.net
Safeguarding God's Children training provides participants with the information they need
to protect the children they know and care for in their personal lives and the ministries in
which they serve. Two training sessions are coming up: Sat., Oct. 20 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
at St. Alban's Parish, 3001 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 20016; and Sat., Oct. 27 9:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. George's, Glenn Dale, 7010 Glenn Dale Rd, Glenn Dale, MD 20769.
Pastoral Care Team meeting: Sunday, October 21st after church.
No Finance Committee meeting in October.
Save the Date for the regional gathering: October 27th, 10am-2pm, at St. Paul’s, Waldorf.
All are invited to join the Episcopalians of Southern Maryland for learning (proposed topics
are Hospitality and Welcoming for Churches; Talking Faith & Sexuality at Church & Home;
and Elder Care/Spirituality), lunch, and worship.
Sing Along with Arnold Taylor and Friends. Come to a variety show and hymn sing led
by Arnold Taylor in the Parish Hall at 6:30pm on Saturday, Oct. 27th.
License renewal season is upon us in the church. In order to participate in worship as a Lay
Eucharistic Minister (‘chalicist’) or Eucharistic Visitor (who takes Communion to homes and
hospitals), you must be licensed by the bishop. The process to become a LEM is not
complicated; it involves some training and education from your local friendly priest, who
then certifies you as prepared for the job. To be a Eucharistic Visitor, you need the same
certification by the priest, plus you must be certified as having up-to-date training in the
prevention of abuse. Lay licenses are renewed annually on October 31. Please be in touch
with Rev. Catharine if you would like to be licensed for the next year.

St. Francis and Answering God’s Call, by Sarah Metts

On October 4 the Church celebrates the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the “Little Poor Man” whose life has inspired

people of all faiths for over 800 years. G. K. Chesterton said of St. Francis, “He was a poet whose entire life was a

poem.” And certainly most of us are familiar with the poem’s main events: St. Francis embracing the leper, Christ

asking him to rebuild his Church, St. Francis disrobing and renouncing all of his possessions, risking his life to

preach to the Sultan, and becoming the first person ever recorded to have the stigmata.

The downside of being so familiar with a saint’s life story, however, is that it starts to seem more like a fairy tale

and less like a true account of a real person’s faith and heroism that can be an inspiration to us to live our lives

differently today. It would be a tragedy to do this with St. Francis, because his life is overflowing with inspiration

for anyone who would like to live the gospel and grow closer to God. And while the stories of Francis preaching

to the birds, taming the wolf of Gubbio, and fasting for forty days on half a loaf of bread are beautiful and deeply

moving, it may be difficult for some people to see how these events can be applied to the issues we face today.

For those of us who feel that we have little in common with St. Francis the miracle worker, it may be helpful to

look at Francis before his conversion. This can help us remember that he was a real man, with real ambitions,

desires, and weaknesses, just like us, who was able, with God’s grace, to choose the things of heaven over the

things of the world.
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St. Francis of Assisi was born at the end of 1181 or the beginning of 1182 [and was] was brought up in the luxury

and vanity of the time. … [When he was 25 and on his way to join a battle, Francis had a series of dreams that

disturbed him]….While he slept he heard a voice telling him to go back to his own country, where it would be

revealed to him what he should do next. The following day he returned to Assisi, where it became obvious to the

people who knew him that he was a changed man.

Francis’ friends asked him to throw a party, and he did. He could no longer enjoy the carousing and drinking,

and so, late that night, as everyone left the banquet hall, he began to pray. …Even though he did not yet know

exactly what God was calling him to do, he began to spend his time in prayer and meditation, trusting that God

would show him the way.

We know the rest of the story, and we know the incredible impact St. Francis’ life had on the people who he met

while he lived, and on all those who have read or heard about him over the past eight centuries.…

Each of us can apply this example to our own lives. Maybe the results will not be quite as remarkable as those of

St. Francis’ life, but if we persist in charity and good works; if we listen to God’s voice when God calls us; and if

we remain open when God shows us that power, popularity, money, and possessions—all that the world offers

us—will never satisfy us; we will be changed. We will want to live more simply, so that we can give more to

those in need, we will be filled with the joy that only God can give, and we will without a doubt grow closer to

God, and be able to share our faith more authentically. … Accessed from https://catholicexchange.com/st-francis-and-

answering-gods-call

Ministers in Today's Service

Acolyte and Crucifer: Carl; Readers: June and Patrice; Prayers of the People: Carl; Chalice:
Barbara and Melinda; Altar Guild: Patsy; Flower contact for October: Gloria.
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The Prayers of the People are adapted from Praying the Scriptures. The cover image was found at http://www.pray4zion.org/

TheFeastofPurim2015.html.

Created using riteworship. All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with permission. All
scripture passages are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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