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Prayer List

Let us pray…
...in thanksgiving for the members of our congregation: June, Jane, Carl, Dian.
...for support and protection for those who serve our country at home and abroad:
Mike, Christopher, Steven, Sam, Wes, Michael, and Thomas.
...for those in need of God’s healing grace: Dian; Jessica; Joan; Linda. Our continuing
prayers are offered for: Ann; Mabel; Missy; Conor; George; Butch; Carol; Buddy; Rhonda;
Jeanne; Tom; Rose; Roy; Arnold; Luci.
The flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jane
Linton by her daughter, Jane.
The Diocese of Washington cycle of prayer: The regional assemblies and regional
conveners of the Diocese; all Native Americans and Native American congregations; all
victims of terrorism, war and violence and those who foster and perpetuate such acts.
The Anglican Communion cycle of prayer: The Church of the Province of West Africa
The Most Revd Dr Daniel Sarfo Primate & Metropolitan, CPWA, Archbishop of the Internal
province of Ghana and Bishop of Kumasi.

Annoucements

Don't forget to check out the calendar at www.OldDurham.org! Also, these announcements
are now being posted on the church website.

Welcome, Deacon Susan! The Rev. Susan Fritz officially joins us today. She will be serving
with us and with St. James’, Indian Head.

Congratulations to our Hunger-Walkers! Durham’s walkers earned over $1300 for the
Hunger Fund last week. If you sponsored a walker, please be in touch with them to fulfill
your pledge.

Adult Forum is watching a video lecture series on church history from the Reformation to
the present. Join us at 9:15am in the Parish Hall on Sundays.

Coffee After Church. Join us for coffee and a chat after the service in the Parish Hall. The
Ladies Mites have provided a cake today to welcome Deacon Susan.

Pastoral Care Team meeting: today after church.

No Finance Committee meeting in October.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry: the next meeting will be on Weds., Oct. 24 at 2:30pm. We meet
downstairs in the youth room. Our Thursday meetings will start in November. If you have
any questions, please contact Barbara Macri, 301-246-4137.

Vestry meeting: October 24th, 7pm.

Joe’s Place Food Pantry distributions are on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month
from 4:30 to 6pm in the Parish Hall. The next distributions are Oct. 25th and Nov. 8th.
Volunteers are always welcome to sort and distribute food to our neighbors.

Free lunch and good company: Southern Maryland Regional Gathering: Oct. 27,
10am-2pm, at St. Paul’s, Waldorf. Join other Episcopalians of Southern Maryland for learning
(Hospitality and Welcoming; Talking Faith & Sexuality; and Elder Care/Spirituality), lunch,
and worship. Register at www.edow.org/regionalgathering. (More information below these
announcements.)

Sing Along with Arnold Taylor and Friends. Come to a variety show and hymn sing led
by Arnold Taylor in the Parish Hall at 6:30pm on Saturday, Oct. 27th.

“Transforming Generosity” This year’s annual pledge campaign will run from October 28
to November 18. We will kick off the campaign next Sunday and wrap up with a celebration
and ingathering of pledges on November 18.

The Health and Wellness Ministry Discernment Group is up and running. We have a
good group of folks to talk and pray about health and faith and where Durham Church’s
passion might meet the community’s needs. Our next meeting will be Tues., Oct. 30.
Contact Rev. Catharine if you are interested or have questions.

Lay License renewal: In order to participate in worship as a chalicist or Eucharistic Visitor
(who takes Communion to homes and hospitals), you must be licensed by the bishop. Lay
licenses are renewed annually on Oct. 31. Please be in touch with Rev. Catharine if you
would like to be licensed for the next year.

Christ Church La Plata will host a Eucharist and Lunch at 11AM on All Souls’ Day (Nov.
2) for people who are in bereavement, or who want to remember loved ones they have lost.
RSVP by October 30 to office@christchurchlaplata.org, or call 301-392-1051.

Jam Session in the Parish Hall on November 2nd at 7PM. All are welcome!

Daughters of the King and Men’s Group meeting on November 5th at 6:30PM.
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Dinner and a movie: Wednesday, Nov. 7th at 5PM. Durham’s Community Building Group
is offering a chance to have supper and watch last year’s hit movie, ‘Hidden Figures’ in the
Parish Hall. Please join us. Lasagna will be provided; feel free to bring a side or salad (or
just yourself!).

The 32nd Annual Senior Citizens' Thanksgiving Dinner, Friday, November 9, 2018 from
12 p.m. 2pm in the Mt Hope/Nanjemoy Elementary School Cafeteria. Please RSVP by
Tuesday, November 1st cstephens@ccbboe.com or call 301-246-4383

Mark your calendars for Nov. 18th. We will have the ingathering of pledges that day, then
celebrate with a meal and a Parish Meeting. The meeting will be to approve updates to the
parish bylaws. The proposed changes are posted on the website and in the Parish Hall.

We will be holding a service on Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 22) at 10AM. It’s often a lovely,
intimate service, and it’s an opportunity to get out of the house with your houseguests. It’s
also a good, low-barrier introduction to our church for neighbors and community members,
so feel free to talk it up, even if you aren’t able to come. If you are interested in serving at
that service, please let Rev. Catharine know.

More Information about the Workshops at Saturday's Regional Gathering

Three Workshops will be offered:

1. Aging Well through Transitions to Transformation
All of life brings inevitable changes and transitions. As we age, some changes we enjoy,
such as more free time, but other changes can be more difficult, such as illness, loss of
friends or family, or diminished mobility that restrict life. These changes can be difficult to
accept, and we may ask “Where is God in this?” But, can our losses become thresholds for
entering something new that transforms us for God’s purpose?
We will take a look at how life transitions call for spiritual discernment to understand how
God summons us to fruitful living. Whether your transition is into retirement, caring for a
spouse, or dealing with a loss, your aging process is the time to seek God’s guidance and
listen for answers to what your life is about.
Facilitated by: The Rev. Susan Walker

2. Parenting 101: Faith and Sexuality
Using the resource, "These are Our Bodies," this session will enable participants to deepen
their connection between God, the Bible and Sexuality. It is designed for parents and
caregivers so that they can be the primary sexuality educators of their youth (preschool -
high school).
Facilitated by: Iman Green Syler and Michelle Adams, LSW
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3. Hospitality and Welcoming Workshop
Not quite ready to launch the full-blown Invite Welcome Connect program at your parish,
but still want to make your parish more welcoming to visitors?
You'll learn how to see your church through the eyes of a visitor and go home with some
simple and tangible ideas for making your church more welcoming. Our goal is to make
your church easy for visitors to find, and easy for them to return.
This training is for lay or ordained leadership in your church, and would be especially suited
for vestry members, buildings and grounds members, and communications teams. Please
bring an internet connected device, as we will be looking at your parish's web presence.
Facilitated by: the Rev. Becky Zartman

What is a Deacon?

The Episcopal church recognizes four kinds of ministers--lay people, priests, deacons, and
bishops. We are all ministers. There are job descriptions for all of us in the Book of Common
Prayer. The Catechism at the back of the Book of Common Prayer summarizes those job
descriptions (see pp. 855-56).
A bishop’s special role is as a unifier and defender of the faith--someone with broad
oversight of the church as a whole; they generally serve a diocese. A priest’s special role is a
pastor and teacher, and someone who offers the church’s blessing; they generally serve a
congregation. Lay people in the Episcopal Church have the biggest role of all, and it is worth
quoting the Catechism’s summary of it: Lay people are to “represent Christ and his Church; to
bear witness to him wherever they may be; and, according to the gifts given them, to carry
on Christ's work of reconciliation in the world; and to take their place in the life, worship,
and governance of the Church.”
A deacon’s special role is as a wide-ranging servant of those in need, someone who
represents the church in the community and brings the community’s needs to the attention of
the church. They also have specific roles in the liturgy, including proclaiming the Gospel,
inviting us to confession, serving at the Communion table, and dismissing the congregation.
At their ordinations deacons are told that they are, among other things, “to interpret to the
Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world... [and] to assist the bishop and priests
in public worship and in the ministration of God's Word and Sacraments.”

Saint of the Week: King Alfred the Great

The Episcopal Church remembers Alfred the Great on October 26. The scripture readings for
the day are Psalm 21:1-7 or 112:1-9; Wisdom 6:1-3, 9-12, 24-25; Luke 6:43-49.

Alfred's biography from Lesser Feasts and Fasts reads:

Alfred, alone of all English rulers, has been called “the Great,” because of his courage and
Christian virtues. Born in 849 at Wantage, Berkshire, the youngest of five sons of King
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Aethelwulf, Alfred spent his life in a time of “battle, murder, and sudden death” during the
Viking invasions and settlement in Britain. He was deeply impressed when, on a visit to
Rome at the age of four, he was blessed by Pope Leo the Fourth, and two years later when
he witnessed the marriage of Aethelwulf to a young princess of the Frankish court. Following
his father’s death and the short reigns of his brothers, Alfred became King in 871.
In heroic battles and by stratagems against the Danes, Alfred halted the tide of their invasion,
and secured control of the southern, and part of the midland regions, of England for the
English. After a decisive victory in 878 at Edington over the Danish leader Guthrum, he
persuaded his foe to accept baptism. Alfred died on October 26, 899, and was buried in the
old Minster at Winchester.
In his later years, Alfred sought to repair the damage that the Viking invasions had inflicted
on culture and learning, especially among the parish clergy. With the help of scholars from
Wales and the Continent, he supervised translations into English of important classics of
theology and history, including works of Pope Gregory the Great, Augustine of Hippo, and
the Venerable Bede. In one of them he commented: “He seemed to me a very foolish man,
and very wretched, who will not increase his understanding while he is in the world, and
ever wish and long to reach that endless life where all shall be made clear.”

Collect: O Sovereign Lord, you brought your servant Alfred to a troubled throne that he might
establish peace in a ravaged land and revive learning and the arts among the people: Awake
in us also a keen desire to increase our understanding while we are in this world, and an
eager longing to reach that endless life where all will be made clear; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ministers in Today's Service

Crucifer and acolyte: Carl Lockamy; Readers: Mille Hamman, Deb Carr; Chalicists: Jane
Linton and Linda Buffalo; Altar Guild: Mary Lou Clem. Flower Contact for October: Gloria
Hampton.
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The Prayers of the People are adapted from The Episcopal Network for Stewardship. The eucharistic preface is drawn from

Laughbird.net

Created using riteworship. All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with permission. All
scripture passages are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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