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PRAYER LIST 
Let us pray... 
...in thanksgiving for the members of our congregation: John Welch, Ruth White, 
Bill White, and Ann Bluey; 
...for support and protection for those who serve our country at home and 
abroad: Alex Berger, Mike Busey, Christopher Walker, Steven Mattingly, Sam Gray, 
Wes Dyson, Michael Petrusic, and Thomas J. Huntt; 
...for those in need of God’s healing grace: George Dyson, Dian Lockamy, Lindy 
Lynch, Bonnie Santora, and Ruth White; Our continuing prayers are offered for: Vivian 
Aldridge, Butch Helwig, Buddy Linton, Rhonda McGraw, Jeanne Read, Jean Santora, 
Rose Speake, Joan Shoemaker, Roy Squires, and Luci Wright. 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Alice Breese and 
Marie Haberer by Roy Squires and Rick Viohl. 
The Diocese of Washington cycle of prayer: Presiding Bishop Michael Curry; 
Seabury Resources for Aging; Friendship Terrace; St. Mary's Court; Collington 
Episcopal Life Care Community; pray for all Seniors and their ministries in the 
Church. 
The Anglican Communion cycle of prayer: Pray for the Anglican Church of 
Melanesia: The Most Revd George Takeli - Archbishop of the Anglican Church of 
Melanesia and Bishop of Central Melanesia  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Don’t forget that these announcements can also be found on the church website, OldDurham.org. You 
can view them in the calendar (look under “About Us” in the upper left) or view the service bulletin 
via the ‘Bulletin Announcements” button.  
Adult Forum: Please join us at 9:15am in the Parish Hall on Sunday mornings for 
coffee, learning, and thought- provoking discussion. 
Finance Committee meets today after church. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry Group will meet on Wednesday, May 22nd at 2:30 in the 
Parish Hall.  This is the last meeting until the fall. 
Vestry meets Wednesday, May 22nd at 7pm. 
Joe’s Place Food Pantry distributions are on the second and fourth Thursdays of the 
month from 4:30 to 6pm in the Parish Hall. The next distributions are May 23 and 
June 13. Volunteers are always welcome to sort and distribute food to our neighbors. 
Next Sunday is Rogation Sunday (see the bulletin insert), a day set aside in the church’s 
calendar to ask God’s blessing on gardens, fields, and crops; to walk around the parish; 
and to seek reconciliation.  We will celebrate it with a walk of blessing along our “new” 
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sidewalk to the Parish Hall after the service.  There are a couple of other observances 
we can add into the service if there is interest.  We are also hoping to observe the 
Season of Creation this fall.  If you are interested in helping with next Sunday or just in 
the general topic of the church’s creation care, please speak to Rev. Catharine after the 
service today. 
The Daughters of the King and the Mens Group meet Monday, June 3rd at 6:30pm 
in the Parish Hall. 
Jam Session on Friday, June 7 at 7pm in the Parish Hall.  All are welcome! 
Festival 2019: The next planning meeting for this year’s Durham Festival will be on 
Monday July 22nd at 5 PM. 
Diocesan News: If you are not receiving the Diocese of Washington’s newsletter, you 
might want to sign up for it. It typically contains a reflection from Bishop Mariann 
along with news about diocesan plans and events, as well as functions at other 
parishes. Especially now with the diocese entering into a strategic planning process, 
there’s a lot to keep up with! Sign up under News and Events on the diocesan 
webpage, www.edow.org  
 
MINISTERS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
Readers: Barbara Macri and Chris Dudley; Intercessor: Linda Buffalo; Chalicist: 
Mary Lou Clem; Altar Guild: Ruth White. 
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In recent years there have been attempts to 
revive Rogation Sunday, the 6th Sunday of 
Easter, as an environmental festival, broad-
ening the idea to 
celebrate creation 
wher ever one’s par-
ish is located.  Ro-
gation Days have 
seemed to many 
to be the Church 
calendar’s equiva-
lent of Earth Day 
(April 22) or World 
Environment Day 
(June 5). 

By Phina Borgeson

When poet and priest George Her-
bert wrote The Country Parson in 
17th century England, he noted 

that processions to bless the parish farm lands 
were a harmless old country custom. Little 
wonder then, that in the United States, where 
parishes are not geographical units, the idea of 
beating their bounds, demarcating borders by 
walking along them on the days leading up to 
the Feast of the Ascension, fell into disuse. Ro-
gation Sunday and the Rogation Days (from 
the Latin rogare, meaning to ask), times of 
special prayer and petition in Eastertide, have 
languished.

Reviving Rogationtide
Blessing of Our Saviour Community Garden, Dallas, Texas



 14 
 

Growing interest in community gardens in 
church yards and nearby vacant lots has led to 
a more focused revival of Rogation customs, 
once again thanking God specifically for the 
extravagant generosity of our fields and gardens. 
Church gardeners invite God’s blessing at 
a time of seeding and transplanting in the 
Northern Hemisphere’s tem perate zone.  

Herbert saw four purposes to Rogation 
processions in his context, purposes we might 
reinterpret in our times and places for our 
Rogation celebrations.  

First, the obvious; “A blessing of God for 
the fruits of the field.”  

Thanking God for our food with attention 
to where it grows and who grows it is both an 
act of praise and a reconnecting to what is on 
our plates at a time in the world’s history when 
many of us are detached from the sources of 
our daily fare. 

Second, Herbert wrote, is “jus tice in 
the Preservation of bounds,” and third, 
“charity in loving walking, and neighborly 
accompanying one another, with reconciling 
of differences at that time, if there be any.”

Even though keeping alive an oral tradition 
of where the property lines lie is not necessary 
in our era, the act of walking our church yards 

Almighty God, Lord of heaven and 
earth: We humbly pray that your 
gracious providence may give and 

preserve to our use the harvests of the 
land and of the seas, and may prosper all 
who labor to gather them, that we, who 
are constantly receiving good things from 
your hand, may always give you thanks; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

and nearby gardens and wild places with our 
neighbors can strengthen relationships and 
build community. Good fences make good 
neighbors in community gardens, too, when 
gardeners in adjacent plots swap materials and 
knowledge.  

Fourth, “Mercy in relieving the poor by a 
liberal distribution and largesse.”

Rogation blessings can include dedi cating 
rows planted for the hungry, and other efforts 
to grow produce for those who lack access to 
local seasonal produce.

The Rev. Phina Borgeson writes about science 
and the environment for Episcopal Life Media.
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